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Te Dr. Schober, member of the Austrian Cabineg/in support of the equal nationality law for 

Austrian women. In the front of the photograph, facing the deputation, are Dr. Schober, ; 

with Frau Marianne Hainisch and Frau Granitsch, President.and Vice-President of the ~a 
Austrian Woman's Party. ; 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
joy Joint Resolution Number 52] 
House Joint Resolution Number 55] 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator GERALD P. Nyp, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House April 25, 1929, 
by REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK W. MAGRADY, 
Pennsylvania. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Margaret Whittemore, Calif. 
Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 


Equal Rights 
The “Unsuitability” of Motherhood ! 


HOSE who oppose restrictions imposed on the work of women in indus- 
| es, based on sex, are frequently told that their demand for equality, 

though quite unsuited to the needs of the industrial woman worker, is 
well adapted to those of the professional woman. The two classes are quite 
different in their requirements, and no one need attempt, it is said, to apply 
to the professional woman the “protection” which has been found so necessary 
for her less privileged sister. “We don’t believe it,” cry the p.otagonists of 
the struggle for equality of conditions between men and women, “once admit 
inequality of status, and the next.step will be restrictions imposed on the 
professional woman, based on her sex.” 

An instance of the grounds for this belief is at present to the fore in 
Denmark, where a proposal has been made that women civil servants may be 
directed to retire from their posts three months before childbirth. It is stated 
that the presence of a woman in an office or school at that time is unsuitable. 
Surely the time has come when we may demand that motherhood shall be 
treated as normal. The age of the unpleasant titter was, we hoped, past; and 
we deprecate the suggestion that either civil servants or school children should 
find anything unseemly in the presence of a woman among them who is ful- 
filing what many people seem to regard as the sole raison @ etre of any 
woman. 

The women during retirement are to be put on half-pay. This or similar 
treatment applied to the industrial woman is called “protection,” but applied 
to the Danish civil servant it is not apparently given this name, but is based 
on grounds of “suitability.” This raises the queston whether ** has been 
found unsafe to give such a name to differential treatment of edu. »d women, 
who may be expected to challenge the description and call it vy its real name. 

The Danish Branch of the Open Door International—Den Aa, ..e Dor—is 
protesting to the Government against the proposal, on the ground that, how- 
ever few may be the women likely to be affected, the principle involved in 
denying to them the right to choose whether or not they will work during 
pregnancy is fundamental, and the damage to the status of all women if it is 
carried out will be incalculable. 

It is not surprising that a Feminist society should take this point of view, 
but the interesting fact is that the Danish Union of men and women civil 
servants is supporting the protest. Scandinavian women have, as we know, 
a very high status, and although this has not prevented an attempt to deprive 
them of the right to make their own decisions, it has proved of value in earning 
for them the support of their male colleagues. Si sic omnes. 


Please Respond 


ROM time to time in Equat Ricuts the suggestion is presented to our 
f readers that they get in touch with their representatives in Congress 

or in their own State Legislatures. It is of interest to Congressmen 
and to Assemblymen to know how their constituents feel with regard to cur- 
rent legislation. After all if one represents a large group of people and votes 
for laws which they will be required to obey, it is important to know in advance 
whether or not they will approve of such statutes. It is doubly important if 
one has political aspirations, for if one sponsors bills which are contrary to 
the public demand, one may at the next election be retired to private life by 
the votes of the general public quite contrary to one’s altogether defensible 
wishes. 

Any man or women who desires to stay in public life must understand his 
or her public. It is ridiculous to suppose that from their seats in Washington 
or Madison or Annapolis they can read the minds of the men and women who 
did or did not vote for them. Members of Congress simply do not know 
whether you believe in the Equal Rights Amendment unless, and it is a rare 


possibility, you have told them. And yet you hold them accountable for | 


representing you. We maintain that it is not fair to hide your light under 
a bushel. If you believe in the Equal Rights Amendment, say so, not to your- 
self or your intimate friends, but to the men and women who must vote on 
the proposition. 

The more obscure you are the more important it is for you to speak out. 
All the world knows that Alice Paul and Mrs. Wiley and some others favor 
the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. Does all the world, including 
your Representatives and Assemblymen, know how you stand on the Amend- 
ment, and Eqial Nationality, and Jury Service, and all the other current 
Equal Rights legislative items? Be fair, respond when you are called upon; 
even members of Congress are not, necessarily, clairvoyant. 
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Hearing on Bill to Take Square in Which Alva Belmont 


a hearing was held before the 

House Committee on Buildings 
and Grounds on the proposal to take for 
a site for the General Accounting Office 
the square on Capitol Hill in which Alva 
Belmont House, National Headquarters 
of the National Woman’s Party, is located. 

There was not space in the Committee 
Room for all the women who appeared at 
the hearing. The Comptroller General 
of the United States, Mr. McCarl, spoke 
first and stated that while the bill calls 
for the condemnation of Square 725 (in 
which Alva Belmont House is situated), 
he would be content with any suitable 
Capitol Hill site for the General Account- 
ing Office. 

Maud Younger, congressional chairman 
of the National Woman’s Party, said at 
the hearing: 

~We are here in opposition to this 
bill H. R. 16245. In the square herein 
mentioned is the headquarters of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, a beautiful old 
colonial hotise purchased from Senator 
Dale and dedicated on January 4, as Alva 
Belmont House over a nation-wide radio 
hook-up. 

“This square is directly east of the Sen- 
ate office building, and our property is at 
the farther end of the square. When we 
bought it we considered that some day 
the Senate might want the lower portion 
of the square, but we consider also that 
any program for the improvement of this 
area should include the preservation of 
our headquarters. For the beauty and 
attractiveness of a city depends quite as 
much upon the preservation of what is 
old and beautiful as upon the erection of 
a modern office building. After a mile 
of white marble offices this old colonial 
house of hand-made brick will have a 
great distinction and charm that would 
add more to the attractiveness of the city 
than anything the Government would 
erect in its place. 

“There are few old colonial houses left 
in Washington. One by one they are 
going. Soon unless something is done to 
prevent, there will not be left in the Capi- 
tal of our nation a single house of that 
interesting period of our history. 

“Every year thousands of Americans go 
to Europe to look at old houses. Our 
architects go there to study them. When 
in the war some of these buildings were 
demolished it was called barbarism, van- 
dalism. It is no less vandalism when in 
times of peace they are ruthlessly and 
needlessly destroyed. It is said that pri- 
vate interests should give way before the 
public interest. We believe that our in- 
terest in this matter is the public’s inter- 
est, and that it is no more private than 


O N Wednesday morning, January 28, 


1 was that of the ladies of Mt. Vernon when 


they bought the old home of George Wash- 


House is Located 


ington in the 50’s. At that time when the 
place was fast falling into decay and the 
Government refused to save it or buy it, 
a group of women purchased the property. 
They restored it and they own and operate 


it today. There is no question but that — 


they represented the public rather than 
did those who temporarily were acting 
for the Government. We believe that if 
this matter today were left to the public 
they would agree that we are acting in 
the public interest rather than those who 
sponsor this bill. We have the means 
to preserve this house and are able to 
take care of it without any expense to the 
Government.” 


Miss Younger next introduced Mrs. 
Harvey W Wiley, national chairman of 
the Woman’s Party, who read the follow- 
ing letters and telegrams: 

1931, Jan., 26, A. M. 9.43 
Miss Muna Lee, 
122 B S8t., Northeast. 


Regret exceedingly cannot be at hear- 
ing Wednesday, Mr. Pell and I will be 
glad to have you quote us as hoping the 
interesting historical headquarters of the 
National Woman’s Party should not be 
destroyed. ~ (Signed) Saran Pett. 


Washington, D. C., Jan. 26, 1931. _ 
My Dear Mrs. WILEY: 


Your letter of January 24 to my house 
in regard to Bill 16245 has been received. 

The Park and Planning Commission, of 
which I am chairman, has nothing to do 
with the matter of what property the Gov- 
ernment will buy for certain buildings. 
There is a committee established by Con- 
gress, called the Public Buildings Com- 
mission that has to do with that question. 

In regard to the Dale property, I will 
say that I have always admired it for its 
charm and beauty. It is possible and I 
believe it is probable that you might con- 
vince the Commission that they could use 
one-half or three-fourths of this large 


block of ground nearest to the Capitol, 


and let you remain where you are. 
Yours very truly, 


(Signed) Freperic A. DELANO. 


Washington, D. C., Jan. 21, 1931. 
My Dear Miss 


At the request of Miss Younger I have 
been asked to reiterate what I said to 
you ladies last summer, that it seems to 
me that your old building at 144 B Street 
N. E., properly developed in the lines of 
the original building would be a most in- 
teresting historical landmark to keep in 
Washington. 

The old building looks to me as if it 


were the work of Dr. Thornton, but it 
might have been Latrobe or Hatfield, and 
for that reason I hope you ladies will be 
able to keep it as the Headquarters of the 
Woman’s Party. | 
Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) Wappy B. Woop. 


1931, Jan. 26, P. M. 3.01 
Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, 

Chairman Woman’s Party, 

Historic buildings of such beauty as 
Alva Belmont House should be preserved, 
especially in Capital City where America 
turns for inspiration and knowledge of 
best periods American architectural his- 
tory. Deeply regret proposed demolition 
of this interesting house. Strongly urge 
reconsideration by proposers of congres- 
sional bill. 

(Signed) Harvey Witey Corserr. 


Mr. Wood and Mr. Corbett are two of 
the foremost architects in the United 
States. 

Burnita Shelton Matthews, chairman 
of the Lawyers Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, stressed the fact that 
no necessity exists for the acquisition 
by the Government of square 725 in 
which Alva Belmont House is located. 
She said: “The Government haa, already 
authorized the acquisition of millions of 
square feet of ground for Federal projects. 
After the allocation of sites for all of the 
various Government buildings which have 
been planned, there is still left thousands 
and thousands and thousands of square 
feet of ground available for a site for the 
General Accounting Office.’ Mrs. Mat- 
thews produced several maps showing the 
location of the available sites. 

It was pointed out by Mrs. Matthews 
that none of the various agencies charged 
with the planning of the City of Washing- 
ton and the artistic and practical group- 
ing of the Federal buildings had gone on 
record as favoring Square 725 for the 
Accounting Office. Representative Elliott 
of Indiana, chairman of the committee, 
insisted that the committee needs no out- 
side assistance in the selection of the 
Accounting Office site. Mrs. Matthew 
then replied that Congress had created a 
commission for the specific purpose of 
recommending building sites, and that if 
the commission is not to be permitted to 
function then its creation was a great 
waste of the people’s money. 

Questioned as to the historical impor- 
tance of the headquarters property, Mrs. 
Matthews pointed out that from it was 
made the only armed resistance to the 
British forces which in the War of 1812 
invaded the city of Washington and de- 
stroyed many public buildings, including 
the Capitol and the White House. It has 
been the home of many distinguished per- 
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sonages, including Albert Gallatin, who 
served longer as Secretary of the Treasury 
than any other individual, and Robert 
Sewall, who came of a family prominent 
in the early annals of Maryland. 

“The cost of Square 725 to the Govern- 


ment would be nearer two million dollars 
than the one million contemplated by the 
committee,” Mrs. Matthews said. 

At the conclusion of the testimony, it 
became evident that the committee would 
take under consideration for the Gen- 


Experience Woman Suffrage 


HE island of Porto Rico, one of the 
larger Antilles, is located nearer to 
South America than to North Amer- 
ica. It belonged to Spain ever since its 
discovery, that is, for over four hundred 
years. In 1898, and as a result of the 
Spanish-American War it became a part 
of the United States. 


There are five political parties in the 
island at present. Each one offers dif- 
ferent solutions as to what should be the 
final political status of the island. These 
may be summarized as follows: State- 
hood, free independent State like Ireland ; 
an independent republic, and an ample 
autonomic government at present in order 
to let the future generations decide what 
should be the final political status. One 
thing is evident. No one is satisfied with 
present conditions. The political parties 
are always active. It has been said that 
the worst malady to be found here is that 
we have too much politics. 

Under this state of affairs, the franchise 
was granted to women a year ago. Unlike 
the women in the States, the Porto Rican 
women did not have to wait long in order 
to obtain the franchise. The movement 
really started in 1917. In that year 
a group of enthusiastic and energetic 
women of advanced ideas started the pub- 
lication of a paper called The Women of 
the Twentieth Century. In spite of that, 
the prejudice against women in politics 
here has been strong. Stronger perhaps 
than in many parts of the United States, 
due to the fact that we have a society 
modeled after the very conservative type 
of the Spanish family life. 


Nevertheless, women have, in the very 
short period of thirty years, passed from 
a life in the home to a life in the shop, 
the factory, the office and the professions. 
Women realized that there were new op- 
portunities opened for them and that the 
public school was the road which led to 
the highest positions. Many women have 
- gone to the States to study and have come 
back to serve as doctors, dentists, lawyers, 
teachers. Many are holding government 
positions. At present there are women 
serving as dietitians, X-ray technologists, 
nurses, postmasters, municipal judges and 
school directors. As leaders in industry, 
especially in the needle work industry, 
women have made good. The number of 
homes supported entirely by the labor of 
women is increasing. 

Indeed, women have in this very short 
period risen higher than would have been 


By Teresa Amadeo 
University of Porto Rico 


dreamed of fifty years ago. Because wom- 
en have been free from the wear and tear 
of political life, they have a great deal 
of stored-up energy which they are anxious 


to use and which we all believe will bea . 


TrrRESA AMADEO. 


healthy factor in the turmoil of this in- 
tensily political environment. 


The next elections will be held in 1932. 
The five parties in existence are well 
aware of our political and economic con- 
ditions. When I say the. five parties I 
do not mean all the people who are en- 
rolled under each one of these parties. 
There is a large group, indeed, the largest 
group, which follows party banners 
totally ignorant even of the party plat- 
forms. There are males who have been 
led to the polls year after year, selling 
their votes to party leaders. They are 
not any more responsible than third grade 
school children. It has not been their 
fault, either. It has been the lack of civic 
education along these lines. 


When the franchise was granted to 
women a year ago it was granted only to 
literate women, but the law was wise 
enough to restrict the male franchise be- 
ginning with the 1932 election. The pro- 
vision is, that beginning with this election, 
no more male illiterates will be allowed 
to register. Thus the law tends to elimi- 
nate the illiterate male from the polls 
gradually. 


Now, why do I say that the entrance 
of women into politics will be a healthy 


Equal Rights 


eral Accounting Office a substitute site 
suggested by Mrs. Matthews. Members — 
of the committee congratulated the Wom- 
an’s Party on the presentation of the 
case, and indicated that the organization 
need not worry. 


in Latin America 


factor? I say this because a desire for 


“education along these lines is evidenced 


everywhere. Women attend all public 
lectures in increasing numbers; women 
read the press more; and women have 
asked that courses in government be 
opened at the university. Such courses 
have been opened and have been attended 
by large numbers. The most important 
Feminist association in the island, which 
is the Liga de Mujeres Votantes, recently 
inaugurated a series of conferences at the 
Ateneo in San Juan which were attended 
not only by women of all ranks but 

by men. | 

Women in other parts of the island 
asked that the course be extended to them. 
A committee composed of members of the 
above mentioned association worked up 
a program in government covering a 
period of fifteen weeks. The course will 
be given in every town in the island where 
a local branch of the association exists. 
It covers a wide range of subjects, from 
a discussion of democracy to a study of 
the functioning of the judicial system of 
the island. 

The local committee of the association 
in every town is in charge of conducting 
the course for women without considering 
party affiliations. We are proud of the 
fact that women all over the island have 
responded to the call. Many a woman 
who had never left her home before to 
listen to a talk on government or politics 
has not only come at our call but many 
have asked if they too could come. 

An example of this enthusiasm is evi- 
denced by this story: 


“Two hours after I arrived in one town 
I was visited by four women. One of them 
was a mother of five children. They had 
heard from the neighbors that I had ar- 
rived there to‘ organize the women voters 


and they wanted to give their names so 


that they too might be called. 


“That night I had an audience of over 
seventy women who crowded themselves 
in a small room which was the only place 
we could get. Needless to say, the success 
of that night was due to these four women 
who had spent the afternoon calling on 


| the women of the town.” 


The satisfaction that one feels from this 
work is great. Women feel their new 
responsibility and realize that now for 
the first time they have a chance to act. 
A keen observer will find here one of the 
most remarkable sudden changes in the 
attitude of women towards life, going on. 
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Ask Governors For Justice 


HE National Woman’s Party de- 

manded that employed women be 

accorded the same treatment as em- 
ployed men, and-declared forcibly against 
the dismissal of married women, in an 
official communication to the Conference 
of Governors on Unemployment called by 
Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt of New 
York to discuss remedies for the unem- 
ployment situation. 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national chair- 
man of the Woman’s Party, sent the fol- 
lowing telegram to Governor Roosevelt, 
in accordance with the resolutions to that 
effect unanimously adopted by the recent 
Woman’s Party Conference on Women 
and Unemployment in Philadelphia: 

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Conference of Governors on Unem- 

Albany, New York. 

National Woman’s Party requests 


you to present to Conference of Gov- 
ernors on Unemployment our unani- 
mous recommendation that any legis- 
lation such as 48-hour law, endorsed 
or enacted, should not be on basis of 
sex, but shall apply alike to both 
men and women. The Woman’s Party 
affirms that during unemployment 
era, no woman, now employed, should 
be dismissed to make place for a man. 
Women’s opportunity for work should 
not be limited by dismissing them 
from night work. If night work is 
prohibited for women, it should be 
prohibited for men also. Any attempt 
to carry out a plan of dismissal of 
women, either through legislation or 
by regulation, will be systematically 
opposed by the National Woman’s 
Party. 
(Signed) Mrs. Harvey W. WILey, 


A similar telegram was sent the secre- 
tary of the Conference of Governors. 


“The National Woman’s Party affirms 
that at this time of unemployment no em- . 
ployed woman, married or single, should 
be requested to give up her position in 
order to make a place for a man,” Mrs. 
Wiley declared. “We believe also that 
women’s opportunity for work should not 
be limited by dismissing them from night 
work. Such disadvantages as may be in- 
herent in night work apply equally to men 
and women. If it is prohibited for one, 
it should be prohibited for both. 

“The proposed 48-hour week will help 
the situation only if it applies to men 
and women alike. Regulation of hours of 
work should be based upon the nature of 
the work, and not upon the sex of the 
worker.” 


Women’s Actions in Recent Events in Cuba 


NE of the most interesting features 
() of the civic protests which have 

taken place in Cuba during the 
past months is the active participation of 
women in the movement. That men are 
not the only ones interested in Cuban 
politics has proven an undeniable fact, 
especially noticed by all observers. 

The protest of the university students 
initiated when Government authorities 
proposed postponement of the opening of 
the academic year until after the gen- 
erally-disapproved-of-elections had taken 
place, was organized by a Directory, 
formed exclusively by young men. The 
women students resented this; and were 
subsequently admitted on assuring the 
boys that they would prove worthy of 
their vanguard posts. Their first activity 
was to help the boys sell the paper they 
edited — Alma Mater — on the streets of 
Havana, It had not been submitted to the 
censorship which we consider illegally 
exercised. So it was feared that circu- 
lation would be stopped. However, they 
managed to sell a great number. In the 
attempts to continued, one girl and three 
boys were arrested, but immediately set 
at liberty. 

Wherever risks were to be taken, the 
girls were sure to be there. They helped 
the boys empty every theatre in Havana 
one evening, in memory of Rafael Trejo, 
the student who was shot dead by the 
police near the university during the mani- 
festation held on the 30th of October. The 
women members of the Directory all 
signed the declaration which the Direc- 
tory delivered to Senator Barreras who 
represented the Government in an attempt 
to reach an agreement with the students. 
This declaration has been considered sedi- 
tious since it states no agreement can be 


EpitTor’s NOTE: 

From one of our subscribers in Cuba comes 
the accompanying article with the request 
that we print it in our columns. We gladly 
do so. The National Woman’s Party is, of 
course, a non-combatant in revolutions, politi- 
cal or otherwise. It holds to but one principle, 
Equal Rights. The article is, however, of un- 
common interest to Feminists, as indicating 
the sense of responsibility which women feel 
toward the social order, even when they are 
deprived of direct political power. 


reached until a complete change of Gov- 
ernment takes place. All undersigners 
have been called to court and will prob- 
ably be indicted. 

The university women addressed an 
assembly of more than three thousand stu- 
dents, held on December 3, and led the 
manifestation carrying the Cuban flag and 
exhorting the young men to follow. They 
were finally dispersed, five girls and forty- 
five boys being arrested by the police. At 
night they were all set at liberty, as noth- 
ing could be proved against them. A 


policeman was shot from the back as he © 


tried to stop the students. He seems, 
therefore, not to have been shot by the 
students whom he was facing, and who 
were unarmed. This movement, led by 
the students of the Havana University, 
has been supported throughout the island 
by high school, commercial school and 
normal school students. The last were 
specially distinguished for their courage. 
Girls of 14 to 18 were most active. They 
would not recede when ordered to do so 
by the police. They would dive under the 
hoofs of the cavalry in order to advance. 
They paraded through the principal thor- 
oughfares of the city shouting against the 
present administration and singing that 
part of the national hymn which says 
“To die for your country is to live.” In 


the shopping districts women in the stores 
would join the students trying to keep 
the police from injuring them. Many, 
however, were bruised and injured both 
in Havana and Santiago where riots were 
more violently repressed. In Santiago the 
daughter of an eminent educator and 
Feminist leader had several ribs fractured 
and is still ill. There, girls climbed up 
on the iron railings of the windows to 
address the crowd, above the reach of the 
policemen’s clubs. On one occasion some- 
one in the crowd gave the girls salt which 
they threw at the policeman’s eyes when 
attacked. The Government finally closed 
Havana’s normal school. It was reopened 
December 3. The military supervisor at 
Santiago stated that in enforcing order, 
‘no discrimination as to age or sex would 
be made.” This declaration has been used 
to advantage by Feminists who are happy 
to see the principle of Equal Rights rec- 
ognized by the authorities even under 
tragic circumstances. In Matanzas a nor- 
mal school girl was indicted for broad- 
casting a poem, which was considered 
seditious. Five other girls are now under 
arrest in Matanzas. 

A group of women organized a memorial 
service in homage of Rafael Trejo, the 
student victim, Dr. Varona Cubas, most 
eminent philosopher and ex-vice-president 
of the Republic, was to deliver an address 
and a woman was also to speak. Govern- 
ment authorities broke up the meeting. 
On that occasion several women were in- 
jured, amongst them the daughter of an 
ex-Senator. During another riot a woman 
was killed by a stray shot as she ap- 
plauded from a balcony. Young society 
girls went about in their automobiles 
giving soldiers and policemen slips of 
paper on which they called upon them to 
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act with conscience, especially toward 
children, in street riots. These girls were 
arrested but immediately set free. A com- 
mittee of women, of which General 
Maximo Gomez’s granddaughter was a 
member visited army headquarters admon- 
ishing the soldiers of their duty towards 
the people. 

Congress has also had to reckon with 
women. Women have protested vehe- 
mently from the balcony against distorted 
interpretations of events. They were 


ordered to leave the House and thereafter 
difficulties were encountered in their 
entering the House when in session. Em- 
ployees threatened to search the women’s 
bags before letting them in. One woman 
answered, “No, we are not fortunate 
enough to have dynamite at our disposal.” 
So you can understand the intensity of 
the women’s feelings. 

One of the most violent scenes in Con- 
gress occurred when the Representatives 
who support the Government, stated that 


Equal Rights 


the opposition was represented by men 
who were not brave enough to face events 
but sent their women and children to do so. 
They cannot understand that women and 
students are acting on their own impulse, 
based on their own convictions, not as 
mere instruments of political interests. 
However, general opinion recognizes that 
these uncorrupted elements can do more 
for justice and liberty in Cuba than all 
the adroit methods of experienced poli- 
ticians. 


Advocates Election of Women to City Council 


Maryland Branch of the National 

Woman’s Party on January 20, Theo- 
dore R. McKeldin, Secretary to the Mayor 
of Baltimore City, evoked enthusiastic ap- 
plause when he advocated the election of 
women to the City Council. 

“T have been asked to talk on some 
phases of our city government with par 
ticular reference to the part taken by 
women,” said Mr. McKeldin. “Since ob- 
taining her right of suffrage, her influence 
in governmental affairs has in one sense 
been more indirect than direct. For ex- 
ample very little progress has been made 
by women so far as elective offices are con- 
cerned, and yet it cannot be said that she 
is lacking in interest so far as the franchise 
is concerned. We have in the city of 
Baltimore at the present time 287,460 
registered voters; of this number 119,339 
are women, Yet despite this tremendous 
registered vote there were only two mem- 
bers of your sex running for elective office 
in the city of Baltimore in November, 
1930. They were Miss Helen’ Elizabeth 
Brown and Mrs. Rose I. Loeffler. The 
people of the city of Baltimore voted to 
fill sixty-four offices last November and 
considering only the two major parties 
this represented 128 candidates for these 
offices. And out of those 128 candidates 
in the city of Baltimore there were only 
two women and inasmuch as these two 
were Republicans, of course, they were 
not elected. As you know the Democrats 
elected every office in the city of Balti- 
more. They sent thirty-six men to the 
House of Delegates and six men to the 
State Senate. Therefore in our city we 
have 178,121 registered male voters who 
have all of the representatives at Annap- 
olis. While the 119,339 registered female 
voters have no representatives at Annap- 
olis. This certainly does not seem to be 
an equal distribution. 

“With the State election behind us we 
are now confronted with a municipal elec- 
tion for Mayor, President of the City 
Council, Comptroller and eighteen mem- 
bers of the Council. The primary election 
takes place on Monday, April 6, and the 
general election on Tuesday, May 5. The 
inauguration just two weeks later, or 
May 19. At this coming election we will 


before a meeting of the 


have no new registration so that the divi- 
sion of votes will be almost precisely the 
same so far as the women are concerned, 
as it was in the fall election. It certainly 
does seem to me that 119,339 registered 
women, 70,292 Democrats and 42,804 Re- 
publicans, 6,243 declined, are entitled to 
and should be represented in the City 
Council of Baltimore. While I believe 
that they should be represented in the 
Legislature at Annapolis I am more firmly 
convinced that they can do more effective 
work as members of the City Council than 
they can as members of the Legislature. 
In the legislature they are in session for 
ninety days every two years and then 
their active duties as legislators really 
cease. As members of the City Council 
they are really part of the municipal 
household and are required to be on the 


job not ninety days in every two years, 


but 365 days in every year. As a member 
of the Council she would really be engaged 
in municipal housekeeping. There is the 
Street Cleaning Department, that cer- 
tainly would be of great interest to her. 
There is the Health Department, with all 
of its social contacts with women and 
children. Then there are the public schools 
where a woman’s interest is always greatly 
appreciated and more particularly so if 
that woman were in an official position as 
a member of the City Council. All of the 


details of the home that frequently escape — 


the attention of the husband would be 
uppermost in the mind of a woman coun- 
cil member. She would be interested in 
the abatement of the smoke nuisance and 
in a proper regulation of the public utili- 
ties. She would want to know why the 
price of bread, which is such an important 
staple of food, remains the same so far as 
the retail price is concerned, when the 
price of wheat has had a tremendous 
slump. These and many other questions 
justify the election of .a woman as a mem- 
ber of the City Council. 

“Turning from the elective offices, we 
find that women have made considerable 
progress in obtaining appointments to the 
various city boards. On the School Board 
we have Mrs. Louis Levin and Mrs. John 
Wesley Brown. On the Public Bath Com- 
mission we have Dr. Mary Sherwood and 
Mrs. Vera Fowler Lewis. On the City 


Charities we have Mrs. George W. Mc- 
Creary, Miss K. Z. Donellan. On the Jail 
Board we have for the first time appointed 
a woman, Mrs. Grace M. Hartnett. And 
this is also true with reference to the City 
Solicitor’s office. We have appointed Miss 
Emily A. Doetsch. On the Stabilization 
Employment Commission we have ap- 
pointed Mrs. Calvin N. Gabriel and Miss 
Helen Elizabeth Brown. On the Lexington 
Market Commission, recently appointed 
by the Mayor, we have Mrs. Fritchey, and 
Mrs. J. Edw. Stier. These women are 
performing very valuable services for the 
city as members of these boards and I 
believe that their services should be more 
generally utilized. I do not believe, how- 
ever, that a woman should be appointed 
just because she is a woman. I would 
much rather have an efficient man than an 
inefficient woman, and vice versa, I would 
rather have an efficient woman than an 
inefficient man. 


“T believe that you will agree with me 
that women are fairly well represented on 
the various city boards. The next ques- 
tion which logically suggests itself is how 
may women widen their sphere of activi- 
ties for participation on a greater scale in 
the functions of government. During this 
administration we opened up two new 
fields of activities for women. One as a 
member of the Jail Board and the other 
as an assistant city solicitor. I believe 
that there is a need for a woman lawyer 
as an assistant State’s attorney of the 
city of Baltimore. I hope you will not 
think that I am engaging in any partisan 


political discussion concerning this office 
of State’s attorney, for I sincerely believe 


that Mr. Herbert R. O’Connor has been 
one of the most efficient State’s attorneys 
that the city of Baltimore has ever had. 
Criminal justice has been administered 
under his supervision in such a highly 
satisfactory manner that organized crime 
is practically unknown in our city. I do 
believe, however, that all of the domestic 
relations cases coming into that office and 
all of those cases in which women must 
appear before the Grand Jury to testify 
to certain matters that would be exceed- 
ingly embarrassing to her alone would, I 
believe, be more satisfactorily handled 
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were she being interrogated by another 
woman. In working up such cases as 
criminal assault I believe that the services 
of a woman as assistant State’s attorney 
would be very helpful. Again let me im- 
press upon you that I do not believe a 
woman should be appointed simply be- 


cause she is a woman but because she is 
an astute lawyer that would reflect credit 
on the manner in which that office has al- 
ways been conducted. And yet, just re- 
cently, three new appointments were made 
in that office and they are still without 
a representative of your sex. I under- 


stand that within a short time there will 
be a reorganization in the office of the 
newly-elected attorney general of Mary- 
land. Here again I see no reason why an 
efficient woman member of the bar should 
not be appointed to one of these assistant 
attorney generalships.” 


Universities Reject Anti-Feminist Fund 


ton universities have rejected the 

offer of $25,000 each made in the 
will of the late Albert E. Pillsbury to be 
used to combat feminism. 

The following editorial, headed “Femi- 
nism vs. $100,000,” was published in the 
Post-Crescent, Appleton, Wisconsin, on 
January 27: 

“A good many years ago a man be- 
queathed a sum of money to the city of 
St. Louis, the income from which was to 
be used to assist needy pioneers who be- 
came stranded in the city while on their 
way to settle the Western country. The 
fund is now accumulating because all 
the pioneers have disappeared or become 
settlers. In such a class seems to be the 
bequest just made by Albert E. Pillsbury, 
a former Massachusetts attorney general. 
His will leaves $25,000 to each of four 
Eastern colleges, Harvard, Yale, Prince- 
ton and Columbia, to be used in combat- 
ting the Feminist ‘movement, which, ac* 
cording to the language of the document, 


Columbia, and Prince- 


Women Legislators 


HERE are now 147 women in the 
various State Legislatures, and they 
come from all classes and all vocations. 


These 147 women legislators have been 
elected to their posts in forty-three States. 
They include lawyers, physicians, play- 
wrights, newspaper women, orators, and 
musicians. 

Some of the most interesting of the 
group are Nellie T. Bush of Yuma, Ari- 
zona, a lawyer and the only licensed river 
pilot— man or woman—vin her State; 
Emma Yearian of Lemhi County, Idaho, 
that State’s “Sheep Queen”; Rosanna C. 
Payne of Ballclub, Minnesota, former 
operator of a steamboat and a fleet of 
fishing vessels, and two years ago the 
rescuer of starving Indians after mushing 
twenty-five miles on snowshoes; and Belle 
Reeves of Wenatchee, Washington, who 
started her town’s first newspaper thirty- 
nine year ago and set every line of type 
by hand. 

Dr. Claire E. Owens in the Nebraska 
Legislature is blind; Sarah E. Kellogg in 
the California Legislature is a grand- 
mother and defeated three men for elec- 
tion by a plurality of 8,000 votes; and 


‘tends to take women out of the home and 
put her in politics, government or busi- 
ness, and that it has already begun to 
impair the family as the basis of civili- 
zation and its advance.’ 

“Many peculiar bequests are made, some 

of which may be worthy at the time, but 
the need for which disappears through 
changing civilization. It would take more 
than $100,000, probably more than the 
public debt, to delay the march of Femi- 
nism. No reason is given for this testa- 
tor’s gift, but it is possible he may have 
been trampled upon as the feminine pro- 
cession passed by. 
' “More and more are women entering 
business, and many of them have as good 
or better jobs than their husbands. In 
politics both here and in other countries 
is their influence being felt, and rarely 
are their opinions and judgments lacking 
in practical sense. 

“Perhaps the objection of many hus- 
bands to their wives’ Feminism is not to 
be traced to their disapproval of Femi- 


Feminist Notes 


Lillith M. Wilson of Reading, Pennsy]l- 
vania, is perhaps the only woman Socialist 
in any Leigslature. 


History Textbook 


R. MARY WILHELMINE WIL- 
LIAMS, professor of history in 


_Goucher College, is said to be the first 


woman in the United States to write a 
textbook in history used in colleges and 
universities. History textbook writing, 
even for the grades, has been almost ex- 
clusively the work of men, probably be- 
cause until very recently women were sup- 
posed not to be able to understand politics. 


Dr. Williams’ textbook, “The People 
and Politics of Latin America: a His- 
tory,” which was published by Ginn & 
Company in September, 1930, has been 
adopted for the use of classes in various 
higher educational institutions, including 
Harvard, Princeton, and the universities 
of California and Pennsylvania, 


In gathering the material for her book, 
which is a comprehensive survey, from 
pre-Columbian times to 1930, the author 
visited all twenty of the Latin-American 
countries, in many cases traveling well 
off the beaten path, where a lone white 


nism so much as to the fear that they 
cannot win. Most husbands are like 
gamblers on the race track, or backers of 
prize fights; they do not like to lose their 
bets. 

“There is no stopping the continued ad- 
vance of women to a par with men. The 
home will be taken care of all right. That’s 
human nature. 

“By accepting these gifts the four uni- 
versities may find themselves in a real 
dilemma. Three of them have success- 
fully kept women out of their classrooms, 
but whether they, at an expense of $25,- 
000, can find a way to hold in the home, 
is something else. A picture of a learned 
professor teaching his class of budding 
husbands how to keep their wives hanging 
around the kitchen sink would get a laugh 
even out of the Wickersham Commission. 
They may find themselves in the position 
of a man struggling with a wildcat who 
was advised by a friend to ‘let him loose,’ 
to which’ the desperate victim replied. 
‘Come and help me let him loose’.” 


woman was a cause for astonishment as 
well as curiosity. 
Admits Women Students : 
ING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL of 
London has come to its senses! 

After “following the leader” in pro- 
hibiting women students in its medical 
school when most of the other London 
hospitals did so in 1928 it has now de- 
cided that this pursuit of an anti-Feminist 
is, and has been, a mistake. The general 
committee of the hospital voted unani- 
mously to readmit women. 

The only other hospitals in London 
which now admit women students are the 
Royal Free, which has women only, and 
University College, which will take not 
more than twelve women students. Four 
other London hospitals have never ad- 
mitted women, while five did at one time, 
but in recent years have excluded them. 

Commenting on this exclusion policy, 
the Sunday Express (London) stated that 
some of the most brilliant students of the 
past have been women; that a sex bar 
should not and cannot be put across a 
profession; and that of all professions, 
women should be most free in medicine to 
share equally with men. 


Equal Rights 


Joint Nationalty Committee Asks Postponement 


Cominittee for Ac- 


& ton f the Nationality of Women 
bnted to the Council of the 


iiss f Nations at a recent meeting in 
Genevaj Switzerland, resolutions asking 


for action by the Council in the interest 


of equality in nationality | for women. 
The committee, formed under the chair- 
manship of Chrystal MacMillan of Lon- 
dén, with Lily van der Schalk of the 
Hague, as honorary secretary and treas- 
urer, is composed of two members from 
each of five international Feminist or- 
ganizations. Marie Verone of France and 
Lucy van Eeghen of Amsterdam, repre- 
sent the International Council of Women ; 


News from the Field 


Nebraska Reports Active Campaign 
R. LAURA B. PFEIFFER, chairman 
of the Nebraska Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. reports that an 
active campaign will be made in Nebraska 
for the passage of a measure to permit 
women to serve on juries, The new Gov- 
ernor, Charles W. Bryan, came out strong- 
ly in his inaugural address for women as 
jurors. His Attorney General, C. A. Sor- 
ensen, has been working on the draft of 
the bill. Besides the jury bill the Nebras- 
ka Branch of the National Woman’s Party 
will sponsor a measure to give to women 

the same contractual capacity as men. 


Oppose Repressive Law 

SSEMBLY BILL No. 138, which 

would bar married women from hold- 
ing State office, has been introduced in the 
California Legislature and referred to the 
Committee on Civil Service. The im- 
pression of women working against the 
measure was that the committee was quite 
evenly divided on the question, and a 
“lively fight’ over the was ex- 
pected. 

The Business Women’s Legislative 
Council of California, which is working 
to defeat the bill, received the following 
letter from Assemblyman Edgar C. Levey, 
Speaker : 

“phis will’ acknowledge receipt of your 
favor of December 31, enclosing a copy of 
the resolution adopted by your council 
and opposing legislation directed against 
married women wage earners. I shall be 
glad to have the same read before the As- 
sembly and printed in the journal so that 
it may be called to the attention of the 
members of the House.” 


Women Resent Ruling 
OMA N. HAWKINS, organizer for 
the Massachusetts Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, reports that a bill 
has passed the Massachusetts House of > 
Representatives providing that upon the 


Mrs. M. J. Corbett-Ashby of London and 
Mme. 8. Grinberg-Aupourrain of Paris, 
the International Alliance of Women for 
Suffrage and Equal Citizenship; {Alice 
Paul of Washington and Marta Vergara 
of Santiago de Chile, the Inter-American 
Commission of Women; Dorothy Evans 


of London and Margaret. Whittemore of . 


Detroit, Michigan, the Equal Rights Inter- 
national; Eugénie Meller, of Budapest, 
and Camille Drevet of Paris, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Free- 
dom. 

The Women’s Joint Nationality Com- 
mittee is requesting the Council to ask 
members and non-member States of the 


change of name of any woman holding an 
executive, administrative, or legislative 
office, she shall register her new name 
with the State Secretary. It is stated by 
Mrs. Hawkins that Massachusetts women 
keenly resent the proposed bill since they 
feel that it may be interpreted to entail 
the necessity of a woman losing her iden- 
tity if she should marry while in office. 


Women Oppose Swartz Resolution 

HE New York State Branch of the 

National Woman’s Party, through its 
individual members throughout the State, 
have notified by wire and letter members 
of the Legislature of their active opposi- 
tion to the resolution introduced by As- 
semblyman Swartz of Erie County, pro- 
posing dismissal from public service of 
married women whose husbands are like- 
wise employed. Fifteen women’s organi- 
zations, in addition to the National Wom- 
an’s Party, have also gone on record 
against special laws for women workers, 


opposing all legislation having a sex basis. 


Woman's Party Supports Single Standard 
SSEMBLYMAN Edmund B. Jenks of 
Broome County on January 26 intro- 

duced in the lower house a bill backed by 

the New York State Branch of the Na: 
tional Woman’s Party designed to make 
the “man in the case” equally guilty with 
the woman in prostitution cases. Mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Party take no posi- 
tion on the question of whether or not 
anyone should be punished for prostitu- 
tion, but they do hold that if women are 
to be punished, men should be held equally 
guilty, and the Jenks bill makes this de- 
mand. According to the proposed laws, 

“prostitution” is an act of the male as 

well as of the female. 

Introduction of the measure follows on 
the heels of the Seabury-Kresel investiga- 
tion in New York City. 

Mrs. Lieber Whittic of Syracuse, State 
chairman of the Woman’s Party, issued 


League to postpone all action on the Na- 
tionality Convention of the Hague until 
after the consideration of the whole ques- 
tion of codification, including nationality, 
by the 1931 Assembly of the League. The 
resolution of the Assembly of 1930 ad- 
journing the consideration of the codifi- 
‘cation question to the 1931 Assembly, and 
‘the recommendation of the Codification 
Conference held at the Hague, in April, 
1930, suggesting to the States that they 
introduce into their laws the principle 
of equality of the sexes in matters of 
nationality, form the logical bases of the 
request of the International Committee 
for Action on the Nationality of Women. 


the following statement regarding the 
situation: 

“That officers of the law, magistrates, 
policemen, bondsmen, bailmen and prose- 
cuting attorneys should connive almost 
under the nose of the State Legislature to 
frame, extort, dupe and disgrace girls and 
women in our greatest city without due 
process of law as prescribed by the Con- 
stitution of the United States is an indict- 
ment of the morality of present civiliza- 
tion. 

“That men and women of high stamina 
should spring forward with schemes to 
strengthen the bulwarks of our moral 
fronts is to be expected and will be seen 
in a flood of legislative measures intended 
to stop the leaks in some parts of our 
criminal law. 

“One remedy, occasioned by the dis- 
closures of the Seabury-Kresel investiga- 
tion in New York City, is being offered in 
the form of a bill to the present Legisla- 
ture. It attacks one of the evils disclosed 
at its inception. Under the terms of this 
bill both persons alleged to be parties to 
an indecent act are made parties to the 
misdemeanor. Prostitution is defined as 
the act of the male as well as the female. 

“Sponsors of this measure see in it a 
potent deterrent to the class of crimes 
which the Seabury inquiry has revealed, 
believing that there will be less frequent 
setting of culpable scenes when both par- 
ties become criminally liable. 

“It is pointed out that this idea is not 
new in jurisprudence. Both parties are 
now liable in several States. 

“The bill has been introduced in the 
Assembly by Hon. Edmund B. Jenks of 
Broome County. It has the active sup- 
port of the National Woman’s Party.” 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore, Md. 


